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sensible to say that the British Constitution aims at
an impossible compromise between Monarchy and
Democracy. The fact is that all three are typical
products of the national genius, and I am patriotic
enough to believe that that genius has not led us
astray.

I am quite as proud of the Church of England as
I am of the public schools, not because I am blind to
their faults, but because I see in them the recognition
of a true ideal, and know that both are capable of
realizing their own weaknesses and amending them.
I see die obvious convenience of an infallible
guidance, but I see no sort of reason for believing that
it is guaranteed by the Gospels or that it is ultimately
effective in practice. I see the enormous difficulties
of reconciling revealed Truth with modern discovery,
but I hold that, as all truth is ultimately one, to
be afraid of any truth is to sin against the Holy
Spirit,

This is a cardinal doctrine of the Church of
England: it confessedly fails, and may continue for
many years to fail, to work out a complete synthesis,
but it is at least not open to the charge of that
particular blasphemy.

It makes the heroic attempt to combine loyalty
to the past with appreciation of the present: it fails,
as any institution which fallible human beings ad-
minister must fail, to judge intellectual situations
with certainty: but it is unfaltering in its allegiance
to the truth once revealed to the saints, and believes